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Reading Assignment: Chemical Suicides PowerPoint 
 
 

1. List some common chemical substances used for suicide attempts?  Which one 
seems to have the highest frequency of use? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.  Chemicals used for suicide are generally classified as _______________________. 
 
 
3.  List several reasons why chemical suicides might be “under reported”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. List 5 types of calls that may indicate that this is a chemical suicide scene. 
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5.  Discuss the chemical components of Hydrogen Sulfide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. List some common sources of carbon monoxide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. Discuss whether the following are odorless or not.  If not, then list the odor 

associated with it: 
 
 

Carbon monoxide 
 
 

Helium 
 
 

Hydrogen Sulfide 
 
 

Hydrogen Cyanide 
 
 
 
8. Discuss the signs and symptoms associated with an over exposure to: 
 
 

Hydrogen cyanide 
 
 

Hydrogen Sulfide 
 
 

Helium 
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9. Give examples of common household acids and “sulfurs”. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
10.  Discuss the general prehospital treatment for chemical substance exposure. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
11.  Briefly discuss the equipment and method needed for a helium chemical suicide. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
12. Briefly discuss the general on-scene precautions required for a chemical suicide 

incidence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
13.   Compare and contrast the prehospital treatment for cyanide and helium overdose. 
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